
Table 5.12-- TSUNAMIS WITH RUN-UP OF 2 METERS (6.6 FEET) OR MORE 
1812 TO 2008 

 
Maximum height 

in Hawai‛i 
 
 

Date 

 
Place of 

observation 

 
 

Source  
Meters 

 
Feet 

Deaths 
in 

Hawai‛i 

 
 

Damage in Hawai‛i 

       
1812: Dec. 21  1/ Hookena California 2.5 8 - Hut flooded 
1819: April 12 W. Hawai‛i Chile 2.0 7 - Houses destroyed 
1837: Nov. 7 Hilo Chile 6.0 20 16 100 houses destroyed 
1841: May 17 Hilo Kamchatka 4.6 15 - Unknown 
1868: April 2 Keauhou Landing Ka‛u  13.7 45 47 Severe in Puna and Ka‛u 
1868: Aug. 13 Hilo Chile 4.6 15 - Houses, bridges destroyed 
 
1869: Aug. 24 

 
S.E. Puna 

 
S. Pacific  2/ 

 
8.2 

 
27 

 
- 

Houses destroyed, roads 
washed out 

1877: May 10 Hilo Chile 4.8 16 5 Severe in Hilo 
 
1896: June 15 

 
Keauhou 

 
Japan 

 
5.5 

 
18 

 
- 

Houses, wharfs, stores 
destroyed 

 
1919: Oct. 2 

 
Hoopuloa 

 
S. Kona 

 
4.3 

 
14 

 
- 

Wharf damaged, car swept 
away 

1922: Nov. 11 Hilo Chile 2.1 7 - Fishing boats swept away 
1923: Feb. 3 Hilo Kamchatka 6.1 20 1 $1,500,000 
 
1933: March 2 

 
Keauhou 

 
Japan 

 
3.2 

 
10 

 
- 

Boathouses, walls 
destroyed in Kona 

1960: May 22 Hilo Chile 10.5 34 61 $23,000,000 
1975: Nov.29 Keauhou Landing S. Puna 14.3 47 2 $1,500,000 
       

 
1/ Earliest tsunami for which definite information exists. 
2/ Probable source. 
Source: Hawaii State Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, Website: 

http://www.hawaii.gov/dbedt/  

http://www.hawaii.gov/dbedt/

