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ABANDONED VEHICLES PROCEDURES 

 
 
1. To report an abandoned vehicle, call Police Dispatch at 935-3311.  

 
The County Abandoned Vehicle Coordinator cannot make arrangements for 
removal of the vehicle until he has received a police report. 

 
2. A Police Officer will locate the vehicle and attach a notice advising the owner to 

remove the vehicle within 24 hours.   
 

-  If the vehicle has been removed, no report is initiated. 
- If the vehicle is still at the scene 24 hours later, an Abandoned Vehicle 

Report is initiated. 
 
3. The officer sends the incident report to the Police Traffic Services Section. The 

report is given an official report number and is then faxed to the Department of 
Environmental Management. 

 
4. If the vehicle is missing from the site when the Abandoned Vehicle Coordinator 

arrives, it is reported to the Traffic Services Section and the case is closed.  
  
5. If the vehicle remains, the Abandoned Vehicle Coordinator makes arrangements 

with the available towing service firms to remove the vehicle within 72 hours. 
 

- If the vehicle is derelict, it is hauled to the waste metal recovery site 
 

- If not derelict, the vehicle is hauled to the impound site and the Police 
Department attempts to notify the registered owner.  Registered owner is 
then charged for towing and storage of the vehicle. 

 
6. The Abandoned Vehicle Coordinator submits quarterly reports on the status of 

abandoned vehicles to the Solid Waste Division Chief, the Director of 
Environmental Management and the Traffic Services Section of the Hawai‘i 
Police Department. 

 
ATTACHMENT: HRS 290-41 NOTICE TO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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[PART III.  GENERAL PROVISIONS] 
 

 
§290-41  Notice to police department.  Before a vehicle is towed by any business 
engaged in towing vehicles, the owner of the towing business or the owner’s designated 
representative shall notify the police department of the county by telephone to 
determine if the police department of the county has any investigative interest in that 
vehicle, describing the vehicle, the place from which it is to be towed, and such other 
information as the police department requires to be furnished.  If the vehicle is towed 
and not claimed within forty-eight hours from the time the vehicle is towed, a written 
notification, containing the same information, shall immediately be sent to the police 
department by the owner of the business or the owner’s designated representative. [L 
1971, c 119, §2; am L 1982, c 36, §1; gen ch 1985] 
 
 

COUNTY CODE – County of Hawai`i  
Section 24-199.  

Abandoned vehicles, trailers and equipment on wheels prohibited; disposition. 
(a) No person shall abandon any vehicle, trailer or equipment on wheels, 
whether operational or nonoperational, on the public highway. 
(b) For the purposes of this section, any vehicle, trailer or equipment on 
wheels, whether operational or nonoperational, left unattended on any 
public or private street or thoroughfare which is subject to this chapter for 
more than twenty-four hours shall be deemed abandoned and may 
immediately be taken into custody by the police department. All such 
vehicles are declared to be public nuisances. 
(c) Such vehicles, trailers or equipment on wheels shall be disposed of as 
required by chapter 290, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended. 
(d) Where the registered owner of the abandoned vehicle, trailer or 
equipment on wheels can be located, the registered owner of such 
vehicle, trailer or equipment on wheels shall be subject to a fine of $25 
and all reasonable expenses incurred by such removal. 
(1975 C.C., c. 6, art. 5, sec. 11; Am. 1975, Ord. No. 119, sec. 1; Ord. No. 146, 
sec. 1; Am. 1989, Ord. No. 89-60, sec. 2; Am. 1994, Ord. No. 94-101, sec. 2.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


